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Allan Willoughby Raymond wae born in Melbourne, 


Victoria, Australia, on February 27th, 1909. He e 


tetas tia be: 


firet came to Bhanghai ebout 12 years ago and 


engaged in the marble bueinese. From 1932 to 1935 

he wae employed by Jacob Wong (IRS ) of the 

Shanghai Marble Co., then on Jinkee ad, in the 
“Te capacity of foreign ealesman and correspondent. 


Has work wae chiefly devoted to the import and 


nt SEMEL Ma abe Kehna WRN 


} e 4 export business. in the latter year Wong moved 
i sini . his business to 437 Singapore Road but dispensed 
i rt aa, | with the services of Raymond. However he allowed 
Raymond the use of the address and the latter 
“y established a firm known aa the Metropolitan Marble 
| Pi Co. on the premiees. Raymond acted in the 
Goby (eu capacity of broker and tock ordera: and commissions 
of for atone work, some of wiich, it ia stated, he 
failed to fill although receiving the money in 
advance. By 1937, Raymond's business was pmctically 
non-exietent and he accumulated a number of debts 
including unpaid chite st the Shanghai Racs Club 
where he was e@ member and an ardent race follower. 


After the outbreak of the local hostilities, he 


at ae 


proceeded to Wusieh where he took over the job of 
protecting a Chinese factory there. With the 
retreat of the Chinese troope and the bombing of 
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Wueieh, Raymond left his post and made his way 
through the interior to Hongkong. He was next 

heara@ of in Hongkong where after an incident connected 
with the renning of a pony at the Macao Races which 
wae witneesed by the Stewarda of the Hongkong: 

Jockey Club, Raymond wae warned off the Couree at 

Ho ng kong. Raymond returned to Shanghai in 1938 

and discharged a number of his debte and turned 

hie stock of marble over to another marble merchant 
named /Borgotto to whom he wae financially obligated. 
H At that time he atated that he wae an exchange broker 
in Hongkong snd had made eubstential eume through 
Waricue deala. thereafter, he wae reported to 

have returned to Auetralia. Before leaving, he 
wrote to the Shanghai Race Club from Hongkong and 
resigned his membership stating that he did not 
expect to return to the Far Eaet. At thet time 

hie unpaid account which he had paying off in 
monthly inetalmentsa wae not more than $100 and hae 
@ince been written off. 

Raymond returned to Shanghai on July 3rd 1940 
on the "Husimi Maru" from Hongkong. He described 
himeelf ae 2 journaliet and gave his home sddreas 
ae c/o the Hongkong Hotel and his Shanghai addrese 
aa c/o the Park Hotel. On July 5th he called on 
Mr. Olsen, Secretary of the Shanghai Race Club, and 


atated that he wae staying in the park Hotel but 
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found it too expensive and would shortly be leaving. 
Enquiries show however that he never atayed at the 
Park Hotel and diecreet enquiries from available 
gources have failed to reveal his address since hie 
return, it ie probable that he ie etaying with 
one of hie numeroue einnalobaniie among the lees 
principled members of Shanghai's racing fra*ernity 
to whom he ie well known. Meanwhile enquiries 

are being continued and hie whereabouts when known 

will be made the subject of further report. 

Raymond ig stated to be a capable buasinees man 

but has always suffered from lack of capital 

to finance hie ventures. This failing ie partly 

due to hie spendthrift nature and hia fondneas for 
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luxuries, insofar as whenever he brought off a goad | 
business deal he would squander the money on gambling 
and pleseure seeking. in thie respect there have 


been occasions when hie cliente money became 


indiatinguiehable from his own. Raymond first 
(Vide W. Htkew came to the notice of the Municipal Police in 
Miec. Report No. 
435/36) November 1936, in a complaint brought by a Chinese 


contractor againet C. H. Gonda, German arehitect who 
had paid the contractor a cheque for $500.00 drawn 

by A. We Baymond on the Chartered Bank and which was 
aubaequently diehonoured.. Raymond left for Japan 
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on a bueinese trip immediately after ieseuing the cheque 
and Gonda eutsequently denied that he wae aware 
of the cheque being worthless. No official action 
was taken over thie cheque. 
Raymond hae s mother and two esiaters at 


present resident in Australia. 
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DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM 


Notes on interview with Mr. A. W. Raymond, “{ 


Subject:— c/o Metropolitan Marble Co., 437 Singapore Road, Shanghai. p 
Mr. A. W. Raymond who claims to be operating the be 
Metropolitan Marble Co. at 437 Singapore Koad, Shanghai, called on BS 
me yesterday and I told him about Young & Co.'s claims on him. pd 
He stated that while he was with a certain marble company z 


he took on the agency of Young & Co. as he had a good deal or time to 
spare. He found, however, that they appeared chiefly to want his 
services for the purpose of collecting warious old outstanding debts. 
Young « Co. had sold some shipments of hides and skins to Shanghai, 
the quality of which had turned out to be much below the standard on 
which Young « Co. had sold and as e result of this he says that there 


were counter claims against them which made the collection of Young « 
Co.'s claims difficult. 


He said he had received various samples of australian goods 
from young & Co., but had not been given to understand that they had 
to be accounted for or paid for and he had distributed most or these 
to the trade and could not get them back. 


He said that in September 1936 he had gone to Japan on behalf 
of the Cosmopolitan trust of Shanghai, a Chinese concern and that, by : 
not replying to his letters they had delayed him there about six weeks, 
during which time certain bills of his, including his Hace Club pill, 
had remained unpaid and the Hace Club had 


posted him as a defaulter, 
but that he had since settled these accounts. 


He stated that he came to thina six years ago and had been 

for 1% years with Harvie Cooke & Co. He left them and, with the co- | 
operation of a group of Chinese, started the Shanghai Marble Co. after } 
34 to 4 years he left them to join the Bertucci Marble Co., but owing, ~ 
he says, to their poor financing circumstances he left and later formed 
the Metropolitan Marble to., which he says is his own. Before leaving 

the bertucci Marble Uo. he tried to reorganise their finances with the | 


oe of Mr. Harold Porter, but the latter withdrew after a very short 
time. 


In connection with his present business he claims some sort 
of association with the brother of the compradore of the Chartered 
bank, though he gets no financial assistance from him. 


I consulted Mr. Sykes, Sub-Manager of the chartered Bank 
who told me that their compradore's brother operates the Shanghai 
Marble Co., but has no connection with Mr. Haymond. kKegerding the 
latter, his comment was “he is'nt any good". He said that mr. Raymond 


appeared to have no money and he thought it very unlikely that he . 
would pay Young & Co.'s claims. , 


Mb 


(V. G. Bowden) 
AUSTRALIAN ‘!RADE COMMISSIONER IN CHINA. 
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ALad WILLOUGHBY RAYMOND. 


The above called cm me om the morning of Zlst august, 
1940, in response to a request sunt by me with a view to 
investigating a report that he had accepted employment from mr. 
Frens Weiss, who represents the Germen firm of Coutinho Garo & 
Go., of Hemburg, and who hes an office in the Glen Line Building 
at Bo. 2 Peking Koad, Shenghei. Raymond made stetemrnts to me 
to the following effect :- 


He claimed that he is not employed in any way by 
Coutinho Caro & Co. cr Frans Weiss, but is merely occupying space 
in their offices. 


He seid thet when he was working with Payne & Co. 
Hong Kong, (commodity brokers) one of his clients was Mr. pisstel, 
manager of the Comptoir Anglo-Continental, whieh he said he 
believed to be a Saeascon interest. Mr Diestel, he e214, has 
since been transferred to their Shen offiee, so on returning 
here, he (Raymond) went to sce Mr. Diestel, whose offiee is in 
room 409, Vien Line Building, 2 Peking Road. Mr. Diestel éffered 
to arrange office space for Raymond in the rooms where Frans 
weise/Coutinho Caro's offices are, in which he says there is also 
a Japanese firm. He ssys thet Weiss is at present away in Ja 
and that he has never met him, but tRat as Coutinhe Care's bus 
here is bad at present they may be able to spare him some ef. 
their office speee, as a sud-tenent. 


Reymené states that he is 
business in Jhenghal for eaeh of whiten be , 
office. Om the onc hand he preposes to de é ; ” 
Shenghei Stock ExeNsauge ty ——— the efri 


re 
Go. and doing business on a 
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On 26th instant I told Mr. cvadir Kaymondé'’e atory of 
how Dicstcl had introduced hir to geies for the purpose of renting 
offices, and, after encuiring dnto the matter, Mr. Ovadia told me 
on 22th inetent thet Mr. weiss severea his connection with 
Goutinne Caro on the outbreak of wer, end is now operating here 
on his own écesuni as a refugee German Jew and very snti-Heasi. He 
has eitso rented pert of his offices to a Japanese firr, and, under 
the clreumsteness Just deseribed, Mr. Qvoain feels thes Reymond 
yould iardiy be inSringing the “pezing with the znemy Act by 


ranting office soxee Fron nim. 
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Subject...» Raymond - further report on activities: 


D. %&I. Crawford. 


Further to the report on A.W. Raymond, 
. dated July 15, 1940, it is now learned that he 
has associated himself in business with a German 
believed of Jewish extraction named Franz Weiss 
aged about 59. 
fhe firm of which Weiss is the manager 
is Coutinho Caro & Co., Iron, Steel and Metals, 
Room 404 Glen Line Building, 2 Peking Road, Tel. 
Wo. 18998, P.O. Box NWo.5356. Raymond is stated 
. 4 to be handling brokerage business there. 
af ein Franz Weiss came to Shanghei a number 
of years ago. He went to Hongkong in 4pril 
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" \.* 1937 and returned to Shanghai in the middle of 
October 19359. It is very possible that Raymond 
made his acquaintance in the southern part. 

Raymond is reported to be living on 
Edinburgh Rosd, exactly where is not known at 


present. 
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